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In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1 .98 copies of the following patents and/or publications 
are submitted herewith: 

United States Patent No. 5,397,665 (Tabuchi et al.), dated March 14, 1995; 
United States Patent No. 5,723,860 (Hamada et al.), dated March 3, 1998; 
United States Patent No. 5,834,143 (Matsuoka et al.), dated November 10, 1998; 
United States Patent No. 6,239,863 B1 (Catey et al.), dated May 29, 2001; 
United States Patent No. 6,300,019 B1 (Ikeda et al.), dated October 9, 2001 ; 



United States Patent No. 6,436,586 B1 (Matsuoka et al.), dated August 20, 2002; 



United States Patent Application Publication US 2002/0009899 A1 (Shiramizu), 
dated January 24, 2002; 



Patent Abstracts of Japan JP 09-255078 (Matsumoto), dated September 30, 1 997; 
German Examination Report dated December 10, 2004. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1 .97(e) the undersigned herewith states that each item 
of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 

As per the Notice in 1 273 OG 55 (August 5, 2003) no copies of any above- 
mentioned U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications are submitted for 
any application filed after June 30, 2003. 
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